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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3, 8-10 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dooley et al. (Dooley). 

Re claims 1 and 10, Dooley discloses an insulated container comprising a container body 
(60) a lid (48) and an insulated liner (62 or 64) configured to be removable and reusable and fits 
substantially within the container body wherein the liner is manufactured from a rigid material. 

Re claims 3, 8 and 10, the insulating layer (62) has an insulated partition (sloped section 
66 which consists of a top wall and two walls which extend downwardly from the top wall) 
separating the insulating layer into two compartments or coupling cavities. The liner 64 has a 
channel fitting over the insulating partition and a lip at the upper edge. 

Re claims 17-19, the liner is inner shell 64. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Ragland. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dooley. 
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Re claim 4, Dooley discloses the invention except for the polystyrene foam material. 
Official notice is taken that polystyrene foam is well known for use in containers. It would have 
been obvious to modify the insulating material to be polystyrene foam to provide a lightweight, 
low cost and highly insulative material that can be quickly and easily molded to any desired 
shape. 

Claims 5, 1 1, 13-16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dooley in view of Shook. 

Re claims 5 and 20, Dooley discloses the invention except for the latch. Shook teaches a 
liner latch (col. 3, lines 23-28). It would have been obvious to provide a liner latch to secure the 
liner to prevent inadvertent separation and loss of the liner. 

Re claim 11, Dooley discloses the invention except for the recess on the underside of the 
lid. Shook teaches a recess. It would have been obvious to add an underside recess to the lid to 
provide space for storage of objects that fit above the top edge of the container body. 

Re claims 13-16, Dooley discloses the invention except for the shape and size of the 
cavities. The shape of circular or cylindrical cross section for a liner cavity is shown by Shook. 
It would have been obvious to modify the shape and size of the cavities to conform to the shape 
and size of containers to be held therein so that the cavities seat against the containers as taught 
in lines 4 and 5 of col. 4 of Shook. Official notice is taken that it is well known to provide a 
cavity or cavities having three different diameter portions. It would have been obvious to add 
different diameter portions to a cavity to provide engagement with containers having different 
exterior dimensions. 
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Claims 5-7 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dooley 
in view of Lytle or Spoeth, Jr. (Spoeth). 

Dooley discloses the invention except for the liner with flexible arm and hook and the 
slot formed in the container body. Lytle teaches a coupling member 22 with portions extending 
upwardly and outwardly of the triangular bottom faces 34 as shown in Fig. 3 that form a flexible 
arm and hook received within a slot formed at element 17 (see Fig. 1) in each corner of the body 
11. Spoeth teaches a liner with flexible arm and hook which engages an orifice 36 of the 
container body. It would have been obvious to modify the liner and body to include the latch of 
Lytle or Spoeth to retain the liner more securely to prevent inadvertent detachment. 

Claims 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dooley 
in view of Lobl. 

Dooley discloses the invention except for the recess on the underside of the lid and the 
dome portion. Lobl teaches a recess on the underside of the lid and an upper lid surface with a 
dome portion. It would have been obvious to add an underside recess to the lid to provide space 
for storage of objects that fit above the top edge of the container body. It would have been 
obvious to modify the upper surface to have a domed portion to provide a smoothly curved 
transition from lid side wall to lid top wall to enhance the container's closed appearance to be 
more aesthetically pleasing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Castellano whose telephone number is 571-272-4535. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 6:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




"Stephen J. Castellano 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3727 
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